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Reflections on EDUC 300 Observational Experiences

The experiences I have gained while observing Mr. Jenkins science classrooms at

SLO HS have provided an invaluable part of my education for EDUC 300.  The

observational experiences provided me with an up close and personal view of the classroom

from the unique position of a neutral observer.  Though I am very familiar with the

classroom setting for the point of view of a student and even have a little experience teaching

others, my observations from this experience have helped me to appreciate both sides of the

classroom spectrum.

One thing in particular that has stood out during my classroom observations are the

powerful dynamics between the teacher and the students in the classroom.  While I had

always assumed that the teacher/student relationship always flowed from the teacher to the

student, I was quite surprised to observe just how malleable that flow was.  In many cases I

directly observed how the teacher solicited feedback from his students in order to have them

teach the teacher.  Having the students take the practical knowledge of the subject and then

reconstruct it in a way that was both meaningful and applicable to their lives is what enabled

them to truly grasp the subject at hand.  The final logical step was simply to have them

explain it in a concise and structured manner so as to help them and their fellow classmates

retain that knowledge

In looking back on my experiences observing Mr. Jenkins science classes, I am

filled with a sense of both intrigue and purpose.  Though I have known for some years now

that I wished to teach Biology in a public high school, the experiences I have gained from

my observations have helped me to solidify my goals.  I am now more resolved than ever to

pursue my career goal of teaching and will utilize some of the techniques I observed from

my experiences to motivate my students to achieve their very best.


