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“YOU ACHE WITH THE NEED TO CONVINCE
YOURSELF THAT YOU DO EXIST IN THE REAL
WORLD, THAT YOU'RE A PART OF ALL THE

SOUND AND ANGUISH”
- RALPH FLLISON?

Perhaps no other man has spoken more true words than
Lthat of this author about the plight of the black man and
problem of black on black crime. In this quote Ellison
was commenting about violence as a way for black men
to assert their existence to themselves, However, this
assertion carmied with it deadly consequences and it is
these comsequences that haunt the streets of our inner
cities. All across our country the words crime and black
men have become synonymous. Between 1978 and 1987
alone 20, 316 young black males were the vichims of

And each year that number continues to
grow. The problem has begun to reach such epidemic

homicide®.

proportions that many members of the African-
American community have begun to wonder if this

plague upon our people will ever end.

! Ellison, Ralph. The fnvisible Mar, Mew Yark: Vintage Books, 1988,
*Homicide among voung Bk males - Tnited States, [O7E- 1987 The
Jonrnal of the American Medizal Asrociatian, Tan 9, 1991 plE2
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Articles such as the one to the left have only just begun
to call attention to this problem. But even the limited
information contained within these headlines is enough
to reveal the seriousness of this problem:
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“THE STATISTICS ADD UP TO A HORRIFYING
EQUATION. IN AMERICA TODAY, A WHITE
FEMALE HAS 1 CHANCE IN 606 OF BRECOMING
A MURDER VICTIM. A WHITE MALE HAS 1
CHANCE IN 186. A BLACK FEMALE HAS 1
CHANCE IN 124. A BLACK MALE HAS 1
CHANCE IN 29.”
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T sreagel, Richard, “When Brother Kills Brother.”

Time, Scpl 16, 1085

3x-33.




Fguse 1: Amual e of Injunyrelcted visis to Emergency Depariments Ly
paient's cge, iace and sax Unked Stdes, 1992-1945 [Senes 13, Na 131)
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Graphs like the one to the left also provide indirect
evidence of the genocide plaguing the Afrien-American
community. Violence rales amongst young black men
are directly related with the peak in emergency room
visits occurring at the 15-24 years age bracket for black
males, (Source National Center for Health Statistics)!

*Age, Sex, and Bace Spoccific Visit Rates.™ National Cenier for Health
Sratistics. UEL:
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The problem of black on black crime has been traced
back to a number of risk factors. One study found that
compared to white adolescent males, young black men

are e:{pﬂsed to an excess of nsk factors for volent
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behavior, 1) including exposure to poverty and erime in
urban areas, 2) lack of supervision and guidance from
bwo parents and 3) stress and conflict in their families®,

e r——

From a peychological perspective these factors provide at
least some evidence that situationism is at work.
situationism can be defined as the idea that situabional
variables matter more than personality in determining
how people act®. Exactly to what extent the role of
situationism plays in feeding the fire that produces black
on black crime one can only guess. Bul its presence can
bre can be seen and felt throughout the inner ity housing
projects and is further confirmed by the responses of the

adalescent black males to surveys in studies.
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' Boston _ | : ; : 2
- m— Paschall, ®4.5, 8. T. Fanerr, and B Flewellin, "Relationship among
Craig S, White, 19, was strolling along a Bothury strect. family characteristics and viodent belsavior by black and white male
when thtee men chosed him into a buikding and shot him. adolescente” Jonrnal of Youth and Adolercence, April 1996 plT7
Paramedics removed Craig's bloddy clothes. . ¥ Carver, .5, and MLE. Scheicr. Perspective ar Perrarality. 3rd od,
; {I- i ' Buoston: Adlyn asd Bacoi, 154,




Tabix L Comparison of Demographic and Family Charactorisiis, acd Vialent Behavicr

Among Black and White Males

Black Mabes White Malés :
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As presented in the table to the left, compared to white
males in the study's sample, black males were
significantly younger and more likely to live in urban
areas. Black males were also significantly more likely
than whites to live with only their mothers or in some
other arrangement. Although black and white males
goored similarly on the measure for attachment to
parents, black males scored significantly higher than
whites on the measure for family stress and conflict. In
general, these results indicate a higher prevalence of risk
factors for vielent behavior among black males than
white males in the study’s sample. Black and white youth
were similar with respect to their past-year fighting, but
black youth were significantly more likely than whites to
report that they attacked someone or were attacked by

someone at school during the prior month®

Paschall, b1, 5.T. Ennett, and B. L. Flewellin, “Ralationship among
Family characterstics and violent behavior by black and whibe male
adolescents.” Jowrmal of Youth and Adidescerce, Apnil 1996 pl1T7
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Many Paritners, One Goal....
Confronting Domestic Violence in the
African American Community

The problem of black on black crime is one that pervades
the very heart of the African-American community.
Howewver, all has not been lost,. Mew institubes and
organization like the one to the left have emerged o
tackle this fundamental problem plaguing our
communities®. Only time will tell what will become of
America’s black men, but by working together to
address this problem we come at least one step closer to
extinguishing the ache of Ellison’s "Invisible” black man.

* Inatitute on Domiestic Vielence in the African-Arrerican Commmgmily,
URL: hitps{fwwwdvimsti lele.of pidelaull.him {Moy, 5, 1995},



